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As I began examining my family’s historical and cultural origins, the obstacles
which were presented to them as Mexican Americans became evident. I was unaware of
the land grabs by Anglo Americans and the Jim Crow laws that affected Mexican
Americans. I researched the migration of my ancestors from Mexico to the United States
and how their journeys brought them to settle in the Rio Grande Valley.
Examining these obstacles that they faced from the unlawful treatment by Anglo
Americans and authorities I was able to understand how these episodes shaped the
struggles of the Mexican Americans while trying to accomplish their American dream on
a land that once belonged to them. These lands that they were buying from Anglo
Americans were once owned by Mexicans who had acquired it through Spanish and
Mexican land grants known as porciones and that were sometimes stolen by the Anglo
Americans. This helped me understand their struggles and I was able to better appreciate
their sacrifice and the accomplishments they made to better future generations of
Mexican Americans.
The journey of many Mexicans to the United States started when Mexican land
was absorbed after the American-Mexican War which ended on February 2, 1848. While
these new Americans had all the rights of regular born Americans under the “U.S.
Constitution”, in time these rights were not so for coming. These new Americans faced
racial discrimination and soon lost their rights and their lands. For the next generation
such as my grandparents their journey to the United States was an economically
motivated endeavor.
I will explain how my family’s experience leaving Mexico and coming to the
United States exposed them to a land with inhabitants that treated them as second class
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citizens. My paternal family consists of the Vallejo’s and my maternal side involves the
Moreno’s. While both families eventually settled in the United States the routes that they
took were to a certain extent different. By examining their experiences I can understand
how Mexicans in the Rio Grande Valley were treated and how the land that they were
buying from Anglo-American investors was once owned by Spaniards or Mexicans.
My mother, Ida Moreno, is the second daughter of Pascual and Enedina Moreno
and she lived all of her life in Alamo, Texas; it’s a border town north of the Rio Grande.
Her father was born in Guanajuato, Mexico in 1926. He was born in a pueblo named San
Antonio in Tamaulipas Mexico. According to my aunt, Gloria M. Alvarado, he was the
youngest and the only son with four older sisters.1 During my interview with her
regarding my grandfather’s childhood, she stated that he lived with his parents, Francisco
and Josefa Moreno.
My great-grandfather was a goat header and his mother was a homemaker.2 His
schooling was only up to the fifth grade, once out of school he stayed home and helped
his father with the goat herding. In 1941, at the young age of fourteen, he was required by
his father to work in the mines to earn money for the family. My grandfather objected to
this due to seeing an uncle die from working in the mines. Instead, at the age of fourteen
he left his father and mother’s house and traveled south to the capital of Mexico, Mexico
City.3
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Once in the capital of Mexico my grandfather, Pascual Moreno, worked as a street
vendor performing as a clown.4 While he performed in Mexico, he missed his mother
dearly but stayed for ten years doing odd jobs and performing on the street to earn a
living. In 1951 at the age of twenty-four, he traveled back north to his family’s home in
Guanajuato, Mexico. Arriving at his home town he received word that one of his sisters
had moved to the United States, to a town called Alamo, Texas. This led him to travel
north as well to be with his sister and find work.5
By 1951 at the age of twenty-four, my grandfather traveled to the United States.
He crossed through the border through Reynosa and settled in the southern part of Texas.
This part of Texas is where he raised a family in the lower Rio Grande Valley. He
ventured to the small town of Alamo, where he stayed with his sister. His first job in
Alamo was that of a laborer for local farmers and ranchers and made canals to irrigate
agriculture.6
In 1951 he met his future wife, Enedina Longoria, who was born on October 2,
1924, she was a U.S. citizen born in Alamo, Texas. My grandmother, Enedina, was a
second generation Mexican American and her family had come to the United States with
her father.7 Little is known if they were already in Texas during the late 1800s or if they
migrated during the early 1900s.
While growing up in the Rio Grande Valley, in the town of Alamo, my
grandmother was the middle child of three. She spent her teenage years raising chickens
4

Ibid

5

Interview with Vallejo M Ida, San Juan, Texas, March 17, 2010, Note taking.

6

Vallejo

7

Alvarado

4

to sell and then in her adulthood she worked as a store clerk.8 My mother, Ida M. Vallejo,
can recall my grandmother complaining about her father being harassed by the Texas
Rangers when she was a child. My great-grandfather, Manuel Longoria, was born on
February 6, 1890 and my great-grandmother, Timotea Flores Longoria, was born on
January 1893.9
To my surprise, my great-grandfather, Manuel Longoria, was a constable for the
sheriff’s department for the town of Alamo.10 Despite the fact that my great-grandfather
was a public peace office, my grandmother, Enedina, still told my mother that the Texas
Rangers continued to harass her father. She also stated that my great-grandfather, Manuel
Longoria, also used his power of authority to harass illegal immigrants.
This brings us back to my grandfather, Pascual Moreno. In 1951, Moreno met his
future wife, Enedina Longoria, while working for a store where my grandmother worked
as a clerk. While dating my grandmother my great-grandfather did not approve of a
Mexican, non -U.S. citizen, dating his daughter. My great-grandfather used his power as
a constable to have my grandfather, Pascual Moreno, deported three times back to
Mexico. On the third time, my grandfather was already married with my grandmother
who was pregnant with their first child.11
Eventually, my great-grandfather accepted the fact that he could not break up the
marriage of my grandfather and grandmother, mostly due to my aunt being born and
having to care for the baby and my grandmother, Enedina; she experienced the effects of
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World War II in the Valley and the effects of the Bracero Program which floods Alamo
with many new Mexican faces. Once married, my grandparents, Pascual and Enedina,
decided that they needed to buy a land to build a home and raise a family.
They purchased a small piece of land from Marcus and Constance Stensbo in the
Stensbo Subdivision where as shown on the map of the Town site of Alamo, Texas
Stensbo lots 3 and 4 Block 7 or 1133 W. Stensbo Ave.12 While researching the land and
tracing it back to its original owners I found that it did belong to Spaniards, then to
Mexicans at one time. The porción was 72, which was from Reynosa (Granted: 1767) to
Jose Maria Balli, consisting of 5904 acres located in Hidalgo County which is part of the
Alamo town settlement.13 Captain Juan Jose Maria Balli was born February 07, 1727 or
1728 in Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, and died in 1798 in Reynosa.14 Captain
Balli in 1767 received from the Spanish Crown a land grant known as Porción 72, Los
Torritos, Santa Ana and El Gato Grants.15
This grant or Porción 72 eventually fell into the Alamo Land and Sugar Company
which called itself, The Alamo Townsite Company, which was formed by C. H. Swallow
and Rentfro B. Creager, who promoted the site to prospective settlers that eventually
became the city of Alamo.16 The Townsite Company sold plots of land to AngloAmericans from the northern parts of the United States. The Stensbo Subdivision was
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developing from Anglo-Americans that came from Chicago, Illinois who were Marcus
and Constance Stensbo.
My grandparents, Pascual and Enedina Moreno, purchased the land for five
hundred dollars in 1952 and built a home there. While living in Alamo, Texas my
grandfather’s growing family was taken up north to the annual migration of field work.
On one such trip to work up north in Colorado’s beet fields, my , Ida M. Vallejo, recalls
that at a northern part of Texas her father stopped to get his family some food and he was
told to go around back to order his food because Mexicans couldn’t come in the
restaurants.17 That was one of many trips they took to Colorado until they decided as a
family to end the migration work during the 1960s.
During this time, my grandfather helped with the rapidly developing Rio Grande
Valley working on South Padre Island with construction of the beach front hotels to the
development of McAllen’s 10th street district throughout the decades.18 In 1966 my
grandfather became a United States citizen and he raised five girls and one boy at his
Alamo home. His death in 1996 ended his long journey from his town and country in
Mexico to a place where he prospered in the construction business and achieved his view
of the American dream.
The Vallejo side of my family was already well established in the United States,
both my grandparents were born in the U.S. The interesting aspect that caught my
attention was that the first Vallejo’s were found in Castile, in north central Spain.19 Some
of the first settlers of this family name or some of its variants were: “Among the early
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explorers of the New World was Pedro Vallejo, who voyaged to Mexico with the
expedition of Hernán Cortés in 1519. Other early migrants to the New World included
Alonso Del Valle, who sailed to America in 1509.”20
The first Vallejo to enter the U.S. was “Don Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo (4 July
1807 - 18 January 1890), a Californian military commander, politician, and rancher. He
was born a subject of Spain, performed his military duties as an officer of Mexico, and
shaped the transition of California from a Mexican district to an American state. Vallejo,
a city in California that he founded, is named after him.” 21 My grandfather, Gonzalo
Vallejo, was born in San Juan, Texas on March 6, 1919 and married Eva Cruz who was
born in Norhiem, Texas on January 27, 1920.
They lived in San Juan all of their lives and they had four girls and one boy. My
grandfather, Gonzalo Vallejo’s parents were Regino Vallejo born in what is now San
Juan, Texas in the 1800s. His mother was Maria Donavan who was also born in San Juan,
but reported by my aunt who said her grandparents were from Germany and immigrated
to the United States.22 My grandmother, Eva Cruz, parents were Heriberto Cruz born in
Valle Hermoso, Mexico and died in Victoria, Texas. Her mother was Adela Garza born
in Valle Hermoso, Mexico and died in Victoria, Texas the years of the birth and deaths
have been lost due to family members who have passed away or are too young to
remember.
My father was five years old when my grandfather, Gonzalo Vallejo, passed away
in Phoenix, Arizona while in a vehicle trying to cross railroad tracks; he was struck by a
20
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passing train.23 The family traveled to Arizona for stoop labor on a yearly base. But once
my grandfather passed away, my grandmother kept the family in San Juan where she
raised all the children and ever remarried; she passed away on October 31, 2008. The
little information I could collect from my aunt, Carmela Cardenas, and my father, Santos
Vallejo Sr., was that after my grandfather’s death my grandmother did maid service for
people around town cleaning homes and yard work to support her family. My aunt
remembers that when she and my father were little they had to walk with my
grandmother because she didn’t have a vehicle for transportation.24
My grandmother survived without the support of a man in her life; she was caring
and enjoyed the simple life that she had. Sonia Hernandez and Charles Waite’s book
titled The Mexican American Experience in Texas: A Primary Source Reader contains an
article on the “Substandard Living Conditions: Mexican Americans in Hidalgo County,
1940s.” The article brings to light the living conditions in Hidalgo County and how this
affected the family’s health. The article helped me to remember when I was about six or
eight years old and going to my grandmother’s house where the floor was still dirt and
had no running water or indoor toilet during the 1980s. As I grew older, I asked my father
why my grandmother, Eva, did not have modern everyday things and he would simply
respond by saying that it had always been this way even when he lived at home and my
grandmother was used to this way of living.
My family’s journey to the United States including the treatment they endured
with poor living conditions and labor options which included agricultural work consisting
of stoop labor shaped how the next generation viewed the future for Mexican Americans.
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Their travels took them to other states further north for job opportunities where racial
discrimination was at every corner. In addition, they had to deal with deportations such as
what my grandfather, Pascual Moreno, went through with his father-in-law. In the end,
their dream for a better life did come true but it took enormous sacrifice and hard work.
Their children and the next generation benefited the most by learning from their parents
and grandparents sacrifices. Hopefully, this will lead to a better life and a better
understanding of their ancestors hardships in order to better themselves and their
ethnicity. By gaining rights that were promised to them such a long time ago when
Mexican lands were taken by the United States and ordinary Mexicans were no longer
strangers in their own land.
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